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January 8, 2016 
 
Mr. Dan Ashe, Director 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Washington, D.C.  
 
Dear Dan:   
 
On behalf of the thousands of U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Retirees who dedicated their careers and personal lives 
to the protection and management of our nation’s public lands and the wildlife resources that depend on them, 
our Association urges the Service to take the strongest stand in protecting the public lands entrusted to it.   
 
As expressed recently by Secretary Jewell, the safety of our workforce managing these lands should be of 
paramount concern, a position we wholly support.  Beyond that, Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) lands and 
wildlife resources sustained thereon belong to the people of the United States, to be managed first for the 
conservation of those lands and the species dependent thereon, and then for the sustainable use by the general 
public.  Actions of the U.S. Congress legally established these lands for the primary purpose of protecting the 
wildlife resources supported there.  Anyone or any special interest group that would try to subvert the primary use 
and illegally occupy these lands and related facilities, especially by force, would be committing illegal acts against 
the Federal government and should be prosecuted to the full extent of appropriate legal codes.  To not do so sets a 
dangerous precedent and only encourages actions further endangering our Service employees and the lands and 
wildlife resources involved.  The Service should not ever be seen as being soft on scofflaws.   
 
We do not advocate irresponsible confrontation, just a firm stance with the force of the legal system behind it. 
However, we also firmly believe that since the lands managed by the Service are just a fraction of the overall 
ecological landscape, our managers must make every effort to be good neighbors and be an integral part of every 
community where they not only work, but live.   It is a balancing act, to be sure, but an essential way of operating 
in today’s environment.   
 
Members in our Association represent a treasure trove of experience in dealing with individuals and groups that 
would threaten the continued protection and scientific management of our nation’s wildlife resources on public 
lands entrusted to the Service.  Please know that we stand ready to mobilize this advisory resource if called upon.   
 
Certainly there is much going on out of sight of our members and the media to address the current threats to our 
public lands transpiring at the Malheur National Wildlife Refuge.  We urge you to share the facts of the situation 
when it is prudent to do so.  Our current and retired “Family Members” and concerned citizens deserve to be 
reassured that the Service and the other Federal agencies involved are protecting our public lands for all citizens.  
Such protection is the highest priority of our professional and personal interests. 
 
Thank you and to all our current Service folks and their valued partners for the continued good works, building on 
the legacies we helped establish.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Robert G. Streeter, Ph.D. 
Chairman 
 
Cc:   Honorable Sally Jewell, Secretary of the Interior 


